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Looking Ahead to an Exciting Second Half of the Season 

 

Summer has always been a great time to catch our breath, spend time with family, work 

on our race cars, and prepare for the months ahead. While the racing may have paused for 

a few weeks, your Board of Directors has certainly not. 

 

The first half of our 2026 season reminded us why CVAR continues to be one of the most 

respected vintage racing organizations in the country. From strong fields and competitive 

racing to outstanding volunteer support and the friendships built throughout the paddock, 

our members continue to make every event something special. 

 

I want to personally thank everyone who has contributed this season—our drivers, 

volunteers, corner marshals, officials, race staff, committee members, and Board 

members. Every successful race weekend is the result of countless hours behind the 

scenes, and your dedication does not go unnoticed. 

 

Working During the Summer Break 

While many of us are enjoying some time away from the track, the Board has been busy 

focusing on several initiatives that will strengthen CVAR for years to come. Our 

priorities include: 

• Continuing to enhance our Safety Program and operational procedures. 

• Finalizing preparations for the August Drivers School and Canyon Classic. 

• Evaluating opportunities to grow membership while preserving the traditions that 

make CVAR unique. 

• Planning a strong and sustainable 2027 race season. 

Our goal remains simple: provide the safest, most enjoyable, and best-organized vintage 

racing experience possible for every member. 
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Drivers School – Investing in Our Future 

 

One of the highlights still ahead is our upcoming Drivers School at Eagles Canyon 

Raceway. Every new driver who joins CVAR represents the future of our club, and these  

schools are critical to ensuring vintage racing continues to thrive. 

 

 

I encourage every member to help welcome our new drivers, share your experience, and 

demonstrate the sportsmanship and professionalism that define the CVAR community. 

Whether you're racing, volunteering, or simply lending a hand in the paddock, your 

involvement makes a lasting difference. 

 

Safety First—Always 

 

As we return to racing, I ask everyone to renew their commitment to safety and respect 

both on and off the track. Good preparation, sound judgment, and consideration for 

fellow competitors are what allow us to enjoy these incredible automobiles while 

protecting the people who make our events possible. 

 

Safety is everyone's responsibility, and together we can continue raising the standard for 

vintage racing. 

 

Looking Toward 2027 

 

The Board has already begun discussions regarding next season, including our event 

schedule, operational improvements, and ways to continue expanding participation. We 

are committed to making thoughtful decisions that balance financial responsibility with 

delivering exceptional race weekends for our membership. 

 

As always, your feedback is welcomed and appreciated. CVAR has always been a 

member-driven organization, and your ideas help shape its future. 

 

Thank You 

 

Thank you for your continued enthusiasm, volunteerism, and support of CVAR. It is truly 

an honor to serve as your President, and I look forward to seeing everyone back at Eagles 

Canyon Raceway for the Drivers School and Canyon Classic. 
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Until then, enjoy the rest of your summer, stay safe, and keep those vintage race cars 

ready—we'll be back on track before you know it! 

 

John Strnad 

President 

Corinthian Vintage Auto Racing 

 

Our Next Event! 

Canyon Classic, Decatur, TX - Race 
                                              Sept 11-13 

                                                    Eagles Canyon Raceway 

 

 

 

 

Group 1 coming around to turn one at 

NOLA Motorsports Park.   
  

https://eaglescanyon.com/
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Thank You to Our 2026 Sponsors 
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Congratulations to Bob Roy and the late Merl 

Hanson for their nomination and selection as the 

Green Family Worker Award recipients.  

 

This award is presented to an individual for his or 

her integrity and a love of vintage racing while 

working in a variety of positions supporting CVAR 

events. 

 

Merl Hanson 

 

This was recognized and shared when submitting 

Merl Hanson for the award. 

 

I nominated Merl Hanson for his love of racing and 

over 25 years of dedication to CVAR working 

corners, as equipment manager and of course 

timing, scoring and registration. He made sure cars 

were in the right group and that our weekends ran 

seamlessly. Merl did more behind the scenes than 

anyone realized and never missed a CVAR race 

weekend. And if there was a problem with timing he 

was quick to figure it out and get it corrected. 

-Greg Matlack 

 

Bob Roy 

 

This was recognized and shared by members when 

submitting Bob Roy for the award. 

 

Green Family  
Worker Award  

Winners 
2022 Doug Mains 

2024 Greg Matlack 

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Green Family 

Worker Award 
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I nominated Bob Roy for the Green Family Worker 

Award in recognition of the integrity, dedication, and 

genuine love for vintage auto racing he brings to 

every CVAR event. While I haven’t been part of 

CVAR long enough to speak to the full extent of his 

history, what I have seen is someone who is always 

working, always contributing, and always present 

wherever he’s needed most. Bob is the kind of 

individual who embodies the spirit of a true CVAR 

worker—someone respected by drivers, fellow 

workers, and mentors alike for his consistency and 

commitment across a variety of roles. And while he 

may go by “Asshole Bob,” anyone who has spent 

time around him knows it couldn’t be further from 

the truth. He’s someone I genuinely look forward to 

seeing at the track, not just for the work he does, but 

for the presence he brings to the paddock. His steady 

support and willingness to show up and serve in 

whatever capacity is needed make him a truly 

deserving candidate for this award. 

– Caleb Hamm 
 

 
Photo Submitted by Andy Samudio 

 

 

I felt Bob Roy was so worthy of the Green Family 

Worker Award due to his commitment & 

unmistakable passion he brings to supporting CVAR 

events. While Bob may have a feisty edge to his 

personality, it’s precisely that intensity that 

underscores how deeply he cares about the sport and 

the people in it. He is consistently present in the 

moments that matter most—whether on corner, in 

the paddock, or wherever he’s needed—and he is 

always keeping a watchful eye out for the safety and 

well-being of drivers both on and off the track. From  
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what I have seen, Bob is the kind of worker who 

shows up ready to contribute in any capacity, 

reflecting the versatility and commitment that define 

this award. He is respected by fellow workers, 

drivers, and mentors alike, not just for the roles he 

fills, but for the reliability and awareness he brings 

to each one. His continued presence, sharp 

attention, and genuine care for the racing 

community make him a deserving candidate for the 

Green Family Worker Award. 

– Andy Samudio 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Photo Submitted by Andy Samudio  
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By Karl Kieger, Race Chair 

 

 
 

Marvelous May Races Wrap-up 

 

The South Louisiana weather gods were merciful to CVAR at NOLA Motorsports 

Park.  May in New Orleans can be beautiful, or it can be plagued by torrential 

downpours.  Fortunately, the weather held out, and we had a beautiful weekend 

racing. 

 

NOLA is a fun, fast track with plenty of room to race, and the 80 or so drivers who 

entered behaved themselves and made it through the weekend with few on-track 

incidents. 

 

Group 3 had an excellent turnout as usual.  Some interesting and unusual cars took 

the track in Group 4 including a ’57 T-Bird (William Trimbur) and a ‘61 Lotus Elite 

(Jonathan Adams).  It was also good to see some familiar faces who hadn’t been 

around for a while such as John Hamilton and Tim Woodruff. 
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David Lee arranged a little lagniappe 

(something extra) for the feature races, 

checkered flags and victory laps for the top 

three finishers.  The regularly scheduled feature 

race for the smallbore production cars was 

supplemented by a Formula Vee feature race as 

well. 

 

 

 

The Saturday night party included a catered 

meal that was closed out with a bread pudding 

dessert.  Adult beverages started rolling when 

the track went cold.  As a special treat, we had 

the Rusty Yates band from Baton Rouge drive 

down to play tunes from the ‘70s and ’80s 

which were familiar to most. 

 



corinthianvintageautoracing.com 11  

 
 

The British Motoring Club of New Orleans (BMCNO) had a good turnout of 

spectators and also provided volunteers for pace car duty, including the “Shaguar” 

as the Saturday pace car. 
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Thanks are due to all the club officials and corner workers who made the long drive 

over from Texas and made the event possible. 

 

We look forward to seeing you “down the bayou” again next year.  The only thing 

that would make it a better race weekend is more racers! 
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By Joanne Lemmons 

Put CVAR One Tap Away on Your Phone 

Have you ever needed to check a race schedule, find 

Supplemental Regulations, register for an event, or look up 

the latest news—only to realize you have to open your 

browser and search for the CVAR website? 

There's an easier way! 

You can place a CVAR icon right on your phone's Home 

Screen, just like any other app. It's free, takes less than a 

minute, and gives you one-touch access to everything on 

the CVAR website. 

No special software is required, and there are no passwords or downloads. 

For iPhone (Safari) 

1. Open Safari. 

2. Go to www.corinthianvintageautoracing.com. 

3. Tap the Share button (the square with an arrow 

pointing up). 

4. Scroll down and tap Add to Home Screen. 

5. If you see Open as Web App, leave it Off. This 

allows schedules, forms, and PDF documents to 

open with normal Safari navigation, making it 

easier to return to the CVAR website. 

http://www.corinthianvintageautoracing.com/
http://www.corinthianvintageautoracing.com/
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6. Tap Add. 

A CVAR icon will now appear on your Home Screen. 

 

 

 

 

For Android (Chrome) 

1. Open Google Chrome. 

2. Go to www.corinthianvintageautoracing.com. 

3. Tap the three dots (⋮) in the upper-right corner. 

4. Tap Add to Home screen (or Install app, if your phone displays that option). 

5. Follow the prompts to add the CVAR icon. 

The CVAR icon will now appear on your Home Screen for quick access. 

 

Why Add the CVAR Icon? 

With just one tap, you'll have quick access to: 

● Race schedules 

● Event registration 

● Supplemental Regulations 

● News and announcements 

● Championship points 

● Driver information 

● Forms and documents 

The website is always up to date, so you'll automatically see the latest information 

whenever you open it. 

 

http://www.corinthianvintageautoracing.com/
http://www.corinthianvintageautoracing.com/
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Need Help? 

If you have any questions or need assistance adding the CVAR icon to 

your phone, email cvarwebmaster@gmail.com and we'll be happy to 

help. 

We'll also be glad to help you set it up at the next race weekend. It only takes 

about a minute! 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

http://cvarwebmaster@gmail.com?subject=web%20app
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By Ricardo Price, CVAR Authenticity Chief 

 

 

From Authenticity: 

The rule change proposal deadline closed on June 30th, 2026.  We received 5 rule 

change proposals.  These proposals can be viewed at the following link: 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nt6IlCgvK4eOV1bTk9wU0JsOvygwEViM

?usp=drive_link 

 

Synopsis: 

1. Proposal to allow non-stock valve sizes in Group 1 Production and Sedan 

cars. 

2. Proposal to update fuel cell rule to allow use of OEM fuel tanks in certain 

“modern” production-based cars. 

3. Proposal to move FIA class eligibility forward by adopting IMSA GTO and 

GTU rules up to and including 1985. 

4. Proposal to allow replica cars on a case-by-case basis. 

5. Proposal to allow cars meeting GCRs up to 1995 on a case-by-case basis. 

 

The proposals are now with the Competition Committee for discussion.  The 

Competition Committee period extends through September 15th (after Eagle’s 

Canyon).  If any of you have strong feelings about any proposal, pro or con, please 

reach out to your Group Rep.  Once the Competition Committee period ends, we 

will be taking comments directly from membership.  The full rule change process is 

described in Section 14.1 of our rules. 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nt6IlCgvK4eOV1bTk9wU0JsOvygwEViM?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nt6IlCgvK4eOV1bTk9wU0JsOvygwEViM?usp=drive_link
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Ricardo Price 

CVAR Authenticity 

281-546-0127 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Current season Championship Points have been tabulated for Houston, ECR and 

NOLA events.  They are posted on the website’s “Current Championship 

Standings” page:  https://corinthianvintageautoracing.com/championship/current-

championship-standings/. 
 

 

2026-Points-V3.2-Gr
oup-2.pdf

2026-Points-V3.2-Gr
oup-1.pdf

2026-Points-V3.2-Gr
oup-3.pdf

2026-Points-V3.2-Gr
oup-4.pdf

2026-Points-V3.2-Gr
oup-6.pdf

2026-Points-V3.2-Gr
oup-7.pdf

2026-Points-V3.2-FJ
.pdf

https://corinthianvintageautoracing.com/championship/current-championship-standings/
https://corinthianvintageautoracing.com/championship/current-championship-standings/
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By  Jackson Willliams 

 

Spec Sprite – The Orange Crush (aka The Crush) 

 

 

The Orange Crush started life out as your standard Spridget Tub. At the genesis of the 

Spec Sprite class, The Crush was one of the first 4 Spec Sprites built by the Auto Tech 

students Alief Elsik High School.  It was campaigned by the late CVAR alumni David 

Turner, from its outfitting as a Spec Sprite in 1994. 
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In the early 2000s, Turner had to hang up the helmet for a few years as he dealt with 

health battles. In the later 2010s, he picked back up the Crush, and campaigned her till his 

final retirement in 2018, after taking the 2018 Spec Sprite championship. 
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After Turners retirement, another David elected to become the keeper of the Crush. 

CVAR’s Chief Stewart, David Hopkins purchased The Crush from Turner, and continues 

to campaign the Crush in Group 4 today. 
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Submitted by Jackson Williams 
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\ 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Cars Are the Stars! 
 

Calling for submissions.  We are going to dedicate a portion of our website to featuring 

the cars of CVAR.  We’ve got some interesting cars with stories to tell.  Period race 

history?  A replica of a significant race car?  A basket case that you lovingly restored to 

racing glory?  Everybody loves a good story. 

Guidelines: 

• Pictures please! 

• This content will be published on our website, so keep privacy concerns in mind. 

• Please contribute! 

The intent is to provide an online repository for these cars’ stories and to attract browsers 

to our website, events and perhaps even participation.  We’ll also use the submissions to 

select a featured car for each newsletter.  Submit here:  hornetball@aol.com

mailto:hornetball@aol.com
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By David Lee 

 

 

OK, so CVAR has finally upgraded their radios from analog VHF to digital UHF, 

but what does that mean to our racers?  Well, the upside is that the coverage and 

clarity at our host tracks should be better for our corner stations, Chiefs and grid 

workers, without a repeater.  It should also mean that our racers can have more 

clarity listening to what is happening on track and also with grid calls. (Remember 

that we are also using text grid calls now as well.)  

The downside is that our current analog UHF handheld radios are not compatible 

with the new systems.  What to do? 

 

First, buy a relatively inexpensive digital UHF radio.  We’ve found a cost-effective 

solution sourced through Amazon.  The Baofeng DM-1701 radio fits the bill at only 

$70 dollars at the time of this write up.  This includes the battery pack, interface 

cables, charging cable and docking station.  Sweet!  This is currently the only radio 

where we have a How-To tutorial on programming.  This is also the only budget 

radio we’ve found that works well with our corner station Motorola radios.  

Solutions must be compatible with MotoRbo.  WARNING…..Buy a different radio 

and you may be on your own with regard to setup. 
 

\ 
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While last issue of our newsletter had detailed instructions for user programming 

and setup of the radio, I am not going to rehash that here.  Please refer back to 

that issue if you want to give it a try. 

 

Many of our racers have found it much easier just to drop their (fully charged) radio 

off at my trailer at an event and pick it up a little later in the day.  Heck, if I am 

just chilling out, I will program it while you wait.  It only takes a minute or two 

once my laptop is booted up. 

 

Thank you.  David Lee 

Dlee1967@att.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Dlee1967@att.net
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By David Lee 

 

Just when you thought Vintage Racing could not be any cooler……..CVAR are 

pleased to announce that Bulova will be sponsoring our Formula Ford feature race 

at Hallett Motor Speedway the weekend of October 9-11, 2026. 

 

Michael Satterfield and his Satterfield Group will be on hand to take actions shots 

of our vintage Formula Fords to aid in a campaign for a line of race inspired Bulova 

watches. 

 

This weekend will also be the unveiling of a vintage support vehicle restored to 

bring back the feel of the teams of the late 60’s and 70’s. 

 

To add a little more inspiration for the Formula Ford drivers who participate in the 

Feature Race, we will ask the top three overall Formula Ford finishers in this race 

report directly to the winner’s circle in their cars for pictures and an award 

presentation of Bulova watches for First, Second and Third place. 
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We look forward to seeing all CVAR racers in attendance at this amazing track and 

keep your eyes peeled for the Bulova support vehicle cruising the paddock 

 

Bulova Official Site | Bulova 

 

 

Satterfield Group - Creative Marketing, Event Marketing 

 

 

 

https://www.bulova.com/us/en/
https://satterfieldgroup.com/
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 2026 Board of Directors 

President  John Strnad through 2026 

Vice President David Lee through 2028 

Treasurer Rob Pink through 2026 

Secretary Steven Schultze through 2028 

Authenticity Ricardo Price through 2028 

 

Board Members at Large 

Stephen Heitzke through 2028  

Mark Mcilyar through 2028 

Andrea Samudio through 2028 

Simon Hughes through 2026  

Jackson Williams through 2027 

 

 

 

Contacts 

CVAR Membership and VMC Licensing Linda J. Cardenas 

9326 Alta Mira Drive 

Dallas, TX 75218 

cvarregistrar@gmail.com 

Car Numbers Colby Lemmons colbylemmons@gmail.com 

Registrar Linda Cardenas txsccaregistrar@gmail.com 

Regulations Chief/ 

Car Classifications/ Authenticity 

Ricardo Price hornetball@aol.com 

Assistant: Jeff Garrett 

Chief Steward David Hopkins 

Safety Steward Berkeley Merrill bsmerrill@aol.com 

Tech Inspection Mike Jones 

Chief Instructor EO Barron scuderia.barron@gmail.com 

Corner Workers Mason Ledbetter cvarflagone@gmail.com 

mailto:jstrnad@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dlee1967@att.net
mailto:rspink2012@yahoo.com
mailto:p1800driver@gmail.com
mailto:hornetball@aol.com
mailto:bamaintx@gvtc.com
mailto:mcilyar@gmail.com
mailto:andreacsamudio@gmail.com
mailto:IXLivesRacing@outlook.com
mailto:jackson.williams08@gmail.com
mailto:cvarregistrar@gmail.com
mailto:cvarregistrar@gmail.com
mailto:colbylemmons@gmail.com
mailto:colbylemmons@gmail.com
mailto:txsccaregistrar@gmail.com
mailto:txsccaregistrar@gmail.com
mailto:hornetball@aol.com
mailto:hornetball@aol.com
mailto:jeff@jeff-garrett.com
https://corinthianvintageautoracing.com/contacts/bsmerrill%40aol.com
mailto:bsmerrill@aol.com
mailto:mjones6712@gmail.com
mailto:scuderia.barron@gmail.com
mailto:scuderia.barron@gmail.com
mailto:cvarflagone@gmail.com
mailto:cvarflagone@gmail.com
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Timing and Scoring Riffon Hoque 

Championship Points Standings Simon Hughes IXLivesRacing@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:IXLivesRacing@outlook.com
mailto:IXLivesRacing@outlook.com

