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CVAR SAFETY PROGRAM 

  

1. Purpose 

CVAR exists to preserve and enjoy authentic vintage race cars through spirited competition conducted in 
a safe and respectful environment. While racing inherently involves risk, all participants are expected to 
exercise sound judgment, maintain control of their vehicles, and demonstrate respect for fellow 
competitors. The CVAR Safety Program is a pro-active multi-tiered approach to race safety. 

 

2. Objective  

The objective of the CVAR Safety Program is to maintain the safest race environment possible while 
encouraging active, spirited racing and minimizing (if not eliminating) contact. CVAR does not tolerate 
deliberate contact, reckless driving, aggressive behavior, or a "win at any cost" attitude. The primary 
objective of this policy is to maintain the safest racing environment possible while encouraging active, 
competitive, and enjoyable racing.  

 

3. Safety Program Administration 

Safety Committee 

The Safety Committee shall consist of a Safety Chairman and 3 appointed members who are active CVAR 
drivers selected for their experience, judgment, and in good standing with the club (not currently on 
probation). Every eQort will be made to have 3 drivers that have experience in the same general type of 
car (open wheel/closed wheel) but not the same group that the incident occurred in. Safety Committee 
meetings will typically be held twice daily, as needed: once after the morning sessions and once after the 
afternoon sessions. If the committee cannot meet that day, such as when an incident occurs during the 
final session of the weekend, the meeting may be held by video conference at a later date. 

The Safety Committee is responsible for: 

• Reviewing incidents and safety concerns. 

• Collecting and evaluating driver reports, corner worker reports, radio logs, and available video 
evidence. 

• Interviewing drivers and witnesses when necessary. 

• Determining responsibility and assessing penalties. 

• Recommending driver mentoring, probation, or corrective action. 

The decisions of the Safety Committee are final and not subject to appeal. 

Driver Responsibilities Following an Incident 

Drivers involved in any contact incident shall: 

1. Submit an incident report before the end of the next track session. 
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2. Cooperate with the Safety Committee investigation. 

3. Provide available in-car video. 

4. Will not return to the track until released by the Safety Committee. 

5. Present involved vehicles for technical inspection BEFORE returning to competition. 

 

4. Driver Development and Monitoring 

Mentor Program 

Drivers placed on probation may be assigned a mentor. Experienced volunteer drivers may serve as 
mentors to assist drivers with: 

• Racecraft 

• Vehicle setup 

• Driving technique 

• Situational awareness 

Driver Identification Program 

Drivers may be monitored when recurring behaviors indicate elevated risk, including: 

• Repeated spins or four-oQs 

• Poor racing lines 

• Erratic driving 

• Aggressive driving 

• Repeated black-flag incidents 

The objective is corrective coaching before incidents occur. 
 

5. Standards of Conduct 

All drivers are expected to: 

• Maintain control of their vehicle at all times. 

• Observe all flag signals immediately. 

• Leave adequate racing room. 

• Exercise situational awareness. 

• Drive with respect and cooperation toward fellow competitors. 

• Accept responsibility for avoidable contact. 
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Drivers who fail to maintain control of their vehicles will be held responsible for the resulting 
consequences. 

 

6. Rules of the Road 

Fundamental Passing Principles 

1. The overtaking driver is responsible for making a safe and clean pass. 

2. Situational awareness is required from both drivers. 

3. If a driver can see another vehicle, contact must be avoided. 

4. Racing room must always be provided. 

5. Respect and cooperation are expected. 

6. When in doubt, do not attempt the pass. 

Straightaway Passing 

• The leading driver should remain on the normal racing line. 

• The overtaking driver should move oQ-line to complete the pass. 

• Blocking is prohibited. 

• Point-bys are encouraged. 

Passing Under Braking 

The turn-in point is the critical reference. 

• If the overtaking vehicles front most point (nose) is not at least even with the leading vehicles front 
wheels prior to the leading car starting to turn in, it must concede the corner. 

• If substantial overlap exists before turn-in, both drivers are entitled to racing room. 

• Drivers should avoid forcing competitors oQ track or into evasive action. 

Blocking 

Blocking is defined as moving or changing lines more than once with the apparent intent of preventing a 
pass. Blocking is prohibited. 

Chopping 

Chopping occurs when a passing car immediately turns into the path of the overtaken vehicle, forcing 
abrupt braking or evasive action. Chopping is prohibited. 

 

7. Non-Competitive Sessions 
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Penalties during non-competitive sessions may be assessed using the same standards applied during 
racing sessions. 

Non-competitive sessions include: 

• Test and Tune 

• Pace laps 

• Cool-down laps 

• Student sessions 

• Exhibition laps 

These sessions are not racing laps and require additional caution. 

Additional Requirements 

• The overtaking driver bears full responsibility for completing a safe pass. 

• Drivers must be prepared to abandon a pass attempt if any risk of contact exists. 

• Point-bys are strongly encouraged. 

• During pace and cool-down laps, drivers should maintain order and spacing. 

• Following drivers are responsible for avoiding contact with cars ahead. 

 

8. Black Flag and Non-Contact Violations 

Examples include: 

• Spins 

• Four wheels oQ the racing surface 

• Significant loss of vehicle control (> 90° perpendicular to the track) 

• Missing/Ignoring flags 

• Aggressive driving 

• Unsafe conduct 

Progressive Penalties 

First occurrence during a session 

• Self report to pit lane. Stop and hold for inspection of car and driver. 

Second occurrence during the same day but not the same session 

• Self report to pit lane. Stop and hold for inspection of car and driver. 
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Second occurrence during the same session 

• Self report to pit lane. Stop and hold for inspection of car and driver. 

• Removal from the session and return to paddock. 

Third occurrence during the same day 

• Self report to pit lane. Stop and hold for inspection of car and driver. 

• Removal from the session and return to paddock. 

• Driver is finished for the remainder of the day. 

Failure to respond to black flags or other oQicial directives may result in additional penalties at the 
discretion of race oQicials. 

Repeated non-contact incidents over time may result in: 

• Warning letters 

• Mentor assignment 

• Driver monitoring 

• Probation 

• Driver may be required to work a corner station for a day before returning racing. 

• Suspension 

 

9. Contact Incidents 

Racing Incident 

There may be no penalty assessed when contact is determined to be unavoidable due to: 

• Mechanical failure 

• Track conditions 

• Unavoidable racing circumstances (“oQ to avoid” another spinning car, etc.) 

Avoidable Contact 

Any driver determined to be at fault for avoidable contact may be subject to progressive discipline UPTO 
AND INCLUDING the following: 

First Incident 



CVAR Safety Program 8/2026 Rev. 4  Page 6 of 8 

• Car must go through Tech again before returning to the track. 

• Three race probation with X placed on car. 

• Work a corner station for a day. 

• Removal from competition for the remainder of the weekend. 

• Incident reported to the Vintage Motorsports Council (VMC). 

Second Incident During Probation 

• Car must go through Tech again before returning to the track. 

• Probation period restarted and extended by three additional races with X placed on car. 

• Loss of current probation race weekend credit. 

• Work a corner station for a weekend (two days). 

• Removal from competition for the remainder of the weekend. 

• Additional report submitted to VMC. 

Third Incident During Probation  

• Car must go through Tech again before returning to the track. 

• Suspension from CVAR events for thirteen months. 

• Thirteen-month probation upon reinstatement. 

• Loss of current probation race weekend credit. 

• Removal from competition for the remainder of the weekend.  

• Additional report submitted to VMC. 

Extreme Cases or Severe Incidents 

This includes on or oQ track behavior, major driver errors, poor situational awareness/judgement, 
reckless behavior, deliberate contact, overly aggressive driving or unsportsmanlike conduct may result in 
immediate suspension, extended probation, referral to the Board of Directors, or permanent expulsion 
from CVAR. 

 

10. Probation 

Drivers placed on probation may be subject to: 

• Increased monitoring 

• Mentor assignment 

• Additional training requirements 
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• Vehicle identification markings required by oQicials 

Any additional at-fault contact incident occurring during probation will result in enhanced penalties. 
 

11. Definitions 

Aggressive Driving: Driving that creates unnecessary danger or demonstrates disregard for other 
competitors. 

Blocking: Multiple line changes intended to prevent overtaking. 

Chopping: Turning across the front of a recently passed vehicle and forcing evasive action. 

Contact: Physical contact with ANYTHING including walls, barriers, property damage, single car 
accident, car to car contact, multi-car contact. 

Four-O\: All four tires leaving the racing surface. 

Non-Competitive Lap: Any on-track activity where full racing conditions are not in eQect. 

Probation: A monitored period during which a driver's conduct is closely evaluated. 

Slide/Drift: Loss of traction where the vehicle rotates less than 90 degrees and continues. 

Spin: Rotation exceeding 90° resulting from loss of control. 

Touching: Minor contact resulting in little or no damage and no loss of control. 

Tracking Period: A rolling twelve-month evaluation period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Infraction
First Offense Second Offense Third Offense Special Circumstances

Missing/Ignoring a flag - Passing Under Yellow 
flag, Continuing to race after Black flag, 
Continuing to race after "Meatball" flag, 
Continuing to race after Red flag, Blowing the 
Checkered flag.

Driver will be given a verbal "warning".* Driver may be parked for next session. * Driver is done for the day/weekend.*

* Depending on circumstances, at the discretion 
of the Chief Steward, the driver may incur a more 
severe penalty UP TO AND INCLUDING parking 
the driver for the weekend. Driver may be required 
to work a corner station for a day before returning 
to racing. 

Infraction

First Offense
Second Offense (within same practice, 

qualifying, or race session)
Second Offense (within same day, but NOT the 

same practice, qualifying or race session)
Third Offense (within the same day)

Spin, Significant Loss of Control (> 90° 
perpendicular to track), or 4 Wheels Off

Self Report to Black Flag station in pit lane. Car 
and driver will be held in order to check for any 
abnormalities.  

Self Report to Black Flag station in pit lane. Car 
and driver will be held in order to check for any 
abnormalities. Return to Paddock. 

Self Report to Black Flag station in pit lane. Car 
and driver will be held in order to check for any 
abnormalities.  

Self Report to Black Flag station in pit lane. Car 
and driver will be held in order to check for any 
abnormalities. Return to Paddock. Done for the 
day.

Practice Qualifying Race Last Lap Infraction 

Missing/Ignoring Black Flag Visit with Black Flag Station after session

Visit with Black Flag Station after session,  the 
driver may incur a more severe penalty UP TO 
AND INCLUDING disqualification of all times, 
Start last on first race grid.

Visit with Black Flag Station after session, the 
driver may incur a more severe penalty UP TO 
AND INCLUDING 30 Second Penalty, Start last 
on next race grid.

Visit with Black Flag Station after session, the 
driver may incur a more severe penalty UP TO 
AND INCLUDING 30 Second Penalty and/or 
Disqualification, Start last on next race grid.

Infraction

First Incident Second Incident (while still on probation) Third Incident (while still on probation)
EXTREME CASES (including on or off track 

behavior, poor situational awareness/ judgement, 
overly aggressive driving) 

Car Contact - means contact with ANYTHING 
including Walls/ Barriers/ Property Damage/ 
Single Car Incident / Car to Car Contact/ Multi-car 
incident

Car must go through Tech again before returning 
to the track, UP TO AND INCLUDING a 3 Race 
Probation with X placed on car, work a corner 
station for one day, done racing for the remainder 
of the weekend. *  

Car must go through Tech again before returning 
to the track, UP TO AND INCLUDING an additional 
3 Races on Probation with X placed on car, done 
for the remainder of the weekend and loss of 
current probation race weekend credit. *

Car must go through Tech again before returning 
to the track, UP TO AND INCLUDING a 
suspension of the driver for 13 months followed 
by 13 months on probabtion, done for the 
remainder of the weekend and loss of current 
probation race weekend credit. *

* All of the aforementioned (3 race probation, 6 
race probation, 13 month suspension/13 month 
probation,) UP TO AND INCLUDING a "Lifetime 
Ban" from CVAR might be instituted as per club 
bylaws. 

Penalty Guidelines

Missing Flag Violations
Drivers are expected to be fully aware of ALL corner stations and flags being used, pointed or waved at them. Pay attention to and comply with all flags when shown at any flag station. There are consequences for missing flags!

Penalty Guidelines

Black Flag Violations

Contact Incidents and Unsportsmanlike Behavior

Drivers are expected to self report to the black flag station IMMEDIATELY in the event of a Spin, Significant Loss of Control ( > 90° perpendicular to track), or 4 Wheels Off during ANY SESSION. Lack of self reporting will be a compounding factor that is 
likely to result in a penalty on the higher end of the range. If the driver does not self report, they will be black flagged the next lap. Lack of self reporting to the black flag station will incur a penalty at the discretion of the Chief Steward. Pay attention to and 
comply with all flags when shown at any flag station. There are consequences for missing flags!

Drivers are expected to self report to the black flag station IMMEDIATELY in the event of ANY CONTACT during ANY SESSION. If the driver does not self report, they will be black flagged the next lap. Lack of self reporting to the black flag station will incur a 
penalty at the discretion of the Chief Steward. Pay attention to and comply with all flags when shown at any flag station. There are consequences for missing flags!

Penalty Guidelines


